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From all of us here at the
Wingspan Senior Program,
Happy New Year to all of our
readers,  supporters and
volunteers!  Here's hoping that
2010 will bring a reversal of fortune
to Wingspan and other non-profits that have
felt the sting of economic losses over the
past year.  We can all do something toward

that effort – put your thinking
caps on and come join us in
any way you can.

End of Year Update to the
Wingspan Community,

Volunteers and Supporters
The following is an excerpt from a letter

published by Wingspan Board President
Cynthia Garcia:

“It has been 5 months since we first
announced some major changes and
challenges at Wingspan.  Like many non-
profits, the board and staff have been
working for over a year now to overcome a
downturn in the economy and decreases in
funding.  In July, we announced some pretty
drastic measures to preserve Wingspan.
Many in the community were dismayed.
Many were alarmed.  Many of you had
questions.  Many of you stepped forward.

Some have asked, "How has Wingspan
done it without an Executive Director or
without Development staff?"  It's not been
easy, but EVERYone has stepped up.  The
past 4 months have renewed my confidence
in what this community of dedicated
volunteers can create and sustain.  Front
desk, program, board and administrative
volunteers have put in thousands of hours,

quite literally, into maintaining our community
center and programming for LGBT
communities.  This effort and support from
volunteers fosters a positive working
environment and staff morale is high.  We will
begin 2010 with 10 full-time staff members,
dozens of committed program volunteers,
hundreds of participants and community
members, a vibrant community center and a
new grant-funded AVP office next to our
current space.  All this made possible by you
the community of Wingspan.

Thank you all for your support,
encouragement, suggestions, questions and
commitment. Together we build community,
Together we are Wingspan!

Happy Holidays, and Best Wishes to you in
the New Year.”

Dis-N-Dat by m. j.

Hooray to all of us who survived 2009!
BUT don't loosen those seat belts just
yet...the bumpy ride continues!!

It wouldn't be an overstatement to say that
my life partner and I have been simplifying
our lives since before the last U. S. Census.
We downsized from a 3BR SFO condo to a
smaller 3BR townhouse in HI...and now to
our 1BR in a senior complex here in TUS.  As
we have only ourselves to depend upon,
keeping an eye out for how the economic
climate might affect us was/is essential.  In
our case, it is far better to be too careful too
early than be too late and too broke.

Every JAN, when we calculate our monthly
budget for the year, a percentage is set for
contributions.  For the last couple of years,
we have dedicated this modest sum to go
only to civil rights organizations like ACLU
etc.  Other than making sure (as sure as
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possible) that we're taken care of, we keep
our dear friends close to our hearts.
Provisions for our friends who might just need
a little help are factored into our financial
planning as well.

To live simply does not mean that we live in
a vacuum.  If anything, one has to be more
aware and persistent in pursuing our
interests.  In another words, we have to dig
deeper.  Personally, I believe that since we
are an universal minority, we would do well to
educate ourselves, with the goal of becoming
more astute and informed about our
surroundings...and, among other things, how
best to allocate our resources.  As an
example, we do not spend money at Century
Theatres nor on 'twilight' films based on
books written by Stephenie Meyer - (if you
don't know what I'm referring to, you'll need to
find out for yourself).  Generally, aside from
favoring local businesses, we support those
national businesses that support us & our
community.

With the new year 2010 taking off, my hope
is that our sisters and brothers will not be
complacent or fearful, but rather that they will
act decisively to improve their personal
position.  If that is done, the wellbeing of the
larger LGBT community will follow.  All of us
can be ambassadors to the world-at-large.
By being honest, visible and contributing
members of the greater TUS community, we
help to change some of the negative attitudes
held about us.

Best wishes to all for health and prosperity
in 2010!!

The Old Lesbian Herstory Project

On November 30th, Arden Eversmeyer
spoke to a small group at Wingspan about
the 10-year old Oral Herstory Project.  Arden
began interviewing Lesbians born in the
1930's to "collect and create a herstory where
there was none".  So far, she and other
trained volunteers have interviewed 185
women, transcribed their stories and are in
various stages of creating "books" for each
life story, consisting of the transcribed
interview, photos and other documents.  As
books are created, one copy is kept in a

collection (the archive) and a copy is given to
the interviewee.  The Project is currently in
talks with Smith College about making Smith
the permanent home for the archive.  The
Project is also in the process of becoming
incorporated as a 501 (c)3 non-profit. Arden
comes to Arizona (Phoenix, Apache Junction
and Tucson) once a year to interview women
for the Project, and plans to return again next
year.

The Project has recently published a book
of 22 stories, titled A GIFT OF AGE, selected
to represent a diverse background of
women's life stories.  A copy is available in
the Wingspan library, or you can go online to

the website to purchase a copy or for more
information on the Project at www.olohp.org.

Cleaning Up the Wash!

The Iron Horse Park Adopt-a-
Park cleanup group is planning a
slightly more ambitious project
sometime in the near future.  The
park surrounds part of the Arroyo
Chico Wash, which is fenced-in
and not accessible to the public.  The group
is coordinating with the City of Tucson to gain
access to the wash in order to remove trash
from the previously unreachable areas.  We
will need a few more volunteers than our
usual 4 or 5 for this effort, so if you'd like to
help out with this one-time effort, call Michael
at 884-8320 for more details and to get a
definite date and time.

AA  JJooiinntt  SSttaatteemmeenntt  
ffrroomm  DDaavviidd  MMeessssiicckk  &&  mm..  jj..  ttaallbboott  

Since July 2008, when the idea of a
Neighbors Care Alliance (NCA) program was
first presented at Wingspan, implementing a
Wingspan Seniors Care (WSC) program has 

continued on pg 3

January Social Event
We're planning another potluck for January
16th to be held at Cornerstone Fellowship Hall,
2902 North Geronimo Ave. from 12PM to
4PM.  Please contact Lee or Merlin at 207-
5336 to let us know you'll be there.
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been a challenging experience.  While there
have been several successes, ultimately it
has been an experiment that, for whatever
reasons, did not meet expectations.  At our
last WSC meeting (12/16/2009), those who
have been involved supported the decision to
end this program and refocus efforts to
support LGBT seniors more effectively.

We recommend that the Wingspan
community embrace the "3Rs:"  Recruitment
& Referral of LGBT volunteers for already
existing community NCA programs plus
acting as a Resource for them and the Pima
Council on Aging (PCOA) when issues
involving LGBT needs arise.  The PCOA will
direct prospective volunteers and clients to
the programs in their neighborhoods.

As Co-coordinators for the WSC program,
we thank all those who have put in their time
and offered ideas and who have given service
to help keep our seniors living at home.  Most
of us at the meeting pledged to continue our
efforts as active volunteers in our own
neighborhood NCA programs.  If you or
someone you know would like to become a
volunteer with the NCA program, please call
the PCOA at (520) 790-0504.  If someone you
know needs services, they should call the
PCOA Helpline at 790.7262.  For the next
month, the WSC line will redirect callers to
PCOA.

Sincerely, DM & mjt
Wingspan Seniors Care Co-coordinators

www.wingspan.org

Conversation Being Moved to Spring (cf. 'Is
Religious Marriage Legal?', Senior Forum,
December issue)

The conversation planned this January on
the subject of Same Gender Marriage &
Religious Freedom by Dr. Welton Gaddy,
President of the Interfaith Alliance, is being
moved forward to spring because of

scheduling conflicts.  Join a working group.
We need your help with media and
communications, enlisting endorsements and
co-hosts including
organizations and faith
groups you are
associated with, fund
raising to meet an
anticipated budget of
$1,500, outreach to
various constituencies or
anything else you can help with.

Dr. Gaddy has written a green paper on the
topic that can be read at
http://www.interfaithalliance.org/equality.  He
wrote this paper for the purpose of engaging
people from all sides of what has heretofore
been a debate that has accomplished little to
help people understand each other.  Thus, we
need your help to encourage those opposed
to same-gender marriage to hear this
conversation that will explore what is legal
and what is sacred about marriage, any
marriage.  The questions to explore are what
makes a marriage legal and what makes it
sacred.  Are the legality of marriage and the
sacredness of marriage separate from each
other or are they one and the same?  Please
help us contact those individuals and faith
groups who need to hear this conversation
and explore whether religious marriage is the
sole authority for a legal marriage.

You are urged to assist with the planning
for this program being re-scheduled for this
spring.  Contact Paul Barby, 299-3778,
pmbarby@earthlink.net, or Scott Morris,
scottmorr@aol.com.

New Wingspan Hours

The Wingspan Community
Center (Community lounge area,
CyberCenter, library, and one meeting room):
Monday through Friday, 11am - 2pm
The EON Youth Lounge (for LGBTQ youth
and allies ages 13-23):  Monday through
Friday, 3pm - 8pm
The building will be closed on Saturdays and
Sundays.
NOTE: Wingspan will be closed on Dec. 31st
and Jan. 1st for the holidays.
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Wingspan's senior programs are not the
only ones in town – the Friends of the Pima
County Public Library system in conjunction
with the Arizona Historical Society
and Tucson OASIS are presenting a
number of events in January to be held at
the Himmel Park branch of the library.
Here's a brief rundown of what's coming up:

A Humorous Look at Arizona

RICHARD SENSE is your
travel guide through the Grand
Canyon State, a treasure trove
of tall tales, funny stories,
anecdotes, local jokes, and
genuine groaners.  Laughter is
energizing, so prepare to be
invigorated!
CAUTION:

This program is NOT recommended for
those who take life too seriously!

Tuesday, January 12, 2010
1:00 P.M. – 2:00 P.M.

Cowboys and Vaqueros

In celebration of La
Fiesta de los
Vaqueros/Tucson
Rodeo and Parade
Days, Larry Klein,
historian and storyteller
par excellence from the
Arizona Historical

Society will be telling tales of the cowboys
and vaqueros of our American West.  So
come, join the celebration, and be prepared
to enjoy!

Saturday, January 20, 2010
2:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.

Local Music Live at Your Library!

Presenting:  Music from
East and West Africa by
Martin Klabunde &
Friends

Saturday, January 23, 2010
2:00 P.M. – 3:00 P.M.

Tucsonans 
John Allison & Tim O’Grady’s 

2005 Documentary
Dream Bike Portrait

Gerard Baptiste, 35, was a firefighter with
the lower Manhattan’s Ladder 9.  In August
2001, he bought a 1979 Honda CB750 LTD,
intending to restore it, but he was killed in
the collapse of the World Trade Center
Towers.  In tribute to his memory, Baptiste's
colleagues, friends, local businesses, and
corporations took fifteen months to rebuild
his motorcycle.  This is their story.

Monday, January 25, 2010
12:00 P.M. – 1:00 P.M.

Wills, Trusts, and Powers of Attorney

Attorney Mimi Klaiman
explains the details of and
differences between such
end-of-life documents as
wills, trusts, and powers of
attorney.  For instance,
properly written powers of
attorney may save you
money and prevent unnecessary court
proceedings.  Learn how Arizona’s
community property law could affect your
planning and how you can register your
end-of-life documents with the State of
Arizona for free.

Tuesday, January 26, 2010
1:00 P.M. – 3:00 P.M.

SENIOR GAMES (for folks 50+)

Every Monday,
excluding holidays, from
12:00 P.M. - 3:00 P.M.

All of the events listed
above will take place at
the Himmel Park Library,
1035 North Treat Avenue.
Phone 520-594-5305, Ext.
3 for details or other
questions.
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