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Here we go again.  Starting
in mid-November and
extending into the coming
new year most people get
swept up in holiday
preparations of one kind or another.
We have Christmas, Hanukkah and Kwanzaa
all converging to make us either festive and
joyous or crazy and morose.  And then
there's New Year's Eve and Day to keep the
ball rolling until we're all exhausted and
possibly sick, hungover, or any combination
thereof.  One thing is for certain, however -
there is no shortage of social engagements
to either join or avoid, depending on your
mood and/or temperament.
Despite the setbacks of 2009, our

Wingspan senior programs continue to forge
ahead in the hands of dedicated and capable
volunteers who are involved in keeping things
running for our senior LGBT community.
Here's a little retrospective from Michael
about November's events and a preview of
what we have planned for December:

Hungry Bees Attend Picnic!
The Senior

Pride Picnic,
our November
social
gathering on
the 8th, was
enjoyed by 21
people. There
was a nice
variety of food, the weather was just right and
there was plenty of good conversation.  We
even had uninvited guests - bees!  They were
ravenous, eating freely from drink cups (they

especially loved the cider) and unattended
plates, and no humans were harmed in the
course of this event.  December's events are
a walk-through in Winterhaven to view
holiday lights and an afternoon gift exchange
and game social.  For details read on!

Wingspan Senior Pride will be strolling
through the Winterhaven Festival of Lights on
Wednesday December 16th.  If you're new to
Tucson or have never seen it, it is a dazzling
display of holiday lights in the Winterhaven
neighborhood.  We'll be meeting at the main
entrance at Christmas Ave. and Fort Lowell
Rd. just west of Country Club Rd. at 6 PM on
Wed. Dec. 16th and we'll take a slow walk for
about an hour through the neighborhood,
which is closed to automobile traffic that
evening.  A wheelchair will be available for
anyone who needs a break from standing or
walking.  Please bring a can of food or a
small donation to support the Community
Food Bank.  Afterward, we plan to meet for
dinner at the India Oven restaurant 2727 N.
Campbell Ave. just south of Glenn St. at
around 8 PM.  Come to both the walk and
dinner or to either.  Please contact Lee or
Merlin at 207-5336 to let us know you'll be
there.  If you need a ride to the stroll or
restaurant, call Michael at 884-8320 to arrange
for a volunteer to provide transportation.
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Dis-N-Dat by m. j.
Marcy Adelman, PhD., the founder of a

LGBT housing and services agency
Openhouse, was honored recently with a
Purpose Prize.  The $50,000 prize, awarded
by Civic Ventures, was for Adelman's
entrepreneurial spirit and work improving
housing and social services for LGBT
seniors.  Adelman is the first "out" lesbian to
be selected for the Purpose Prize award in its
4 year history.  Openhouse, based in SFO,
evolved from Rainbow Adult Community
Housing which was co-founded by Adelman
and her late partner, Jeanette Gurevitch,
more than 10 years ago.  Adelman plans to
donate the funds from the award to
Openhouse.
Locally, the Council of Senior Citizen

Organizations/COSCO held a 12NOV forum
with the topic: "Home Sweet Home:  When Is
It Time to Make a Change?".  I hope some of
you were able to attend and received some
useful ideas from the panel members.  The
topic of senior housing was one of my
interests when I first became involved with
WSP.  Some of you may recall that we even
started (or rather wanted to start) a
discussion & action group on this very issue.
Sadly, after maybe two or 3 meetings, it went
nowhere due to lack of attendance.
The last few years saw me keeping an eye

on the development
of an elderly housing
project in the Sam
Hughes
neighborhood.  The
Casitas on
Broadway, as it is called, is finally a reality as
construction has begun on these 56 units at
Broadway and Plumer.  This affordable
elderly housing, with a mixed
apartment/duplex design, is one of the first
HUD projects to achieve LEED green building
certification.  Speaking of HUD, comes the
announcement from Shaun Donovan, U.S.
Housing and Urban Development Secretary,
that a series of proposals to ensure that
HUD's core housing programs are open to all,

regardless of sexual orientation or gender
identity will be fast tracked for study.  While
these things may take many twists and turns,
there is no reason for anyone in need of
housing to wait.  Get yourself down to HUD
and start the application process asap!

~~ information gathered from the 29OCT09
issue of B.A.R., PCOA, Autumn issue of
News on Hughes and from the 28OCT09
issue of Weekly Observer.

Emerge! Holiday House
Emerge! will be presenting its seasonal

Holiday House program December 14 – 19,
2009. Families who experience abuse often
associate the holidays with stress, danger,
increased abuse, and constant fear.  Our
Holiday House program helps provide these
families their first safe holiday in a long time.
Holiday House is like a retail store, but
everything is FREE.
Emerge! program participants visit Holiday

House to “shop” for gifts for their family
members. After they’ve selected their items,
the gifts are wrapped on the spot to preserve
the element of surprise.  This is a very
special program that means so much to those
who benefit from it. Holiday House program
donations are being accepted now.
Donators can deliver new, unwrapped gifts

to the Lipsey Center, 2545 E Adams Street,
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday-Friday,
from now until December 11.  Donators can
also donate their time as volunteers are
always needed.  Please go to Emerge!’s
website at www.emergecenter.org for more
details.
If you are looking for a meaningful way to

contribute your time and energy during the
holiday season, please contact Michael
Woodward, our Volunteer Manager, at (520)
512-5227 or michaelw@emergecenter.org.
For more information about gift donations for
the holiday program, please contact Robin
Kaslly, our Development Associate, at (520)
795-8001 or robink@emergecenter.org.

continued on pg 3
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continued next page

Emerge! Holiday House from pg 2

Event Details
Dec 11, 2009, 10:00am - 4:00pm
Lipsey Center, 2545 E Adams Street

Event Sponsor
Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse

For More Information 
Contact Matthew Robinson
520-795-8001
matthewr@emergecenter.org

Free Blood Pressure Check

Every Tuesday from 9 to 11 AM at the
Armory Park Senior Center 220 S. 5th Ave.
you can get your blood pressure checked free
of charge in the cafeteria.  Know your
numbers!  And while you're in the
neighborhood, stop in at the library or check
out Wingspan, which is open from 11 AM to
2PM and just say hi or pick up the latest
printed material.

Is Religious Marriage Legal?

For that matter is legal marriage religious?
Is there a distinction between a religious
marriage blessed by a religion and a legal
marriage authorized by the State?  The
debate has raged.  There is a great need for
civil discussion instead of debate about the
rights of religion to support or reject marriage
as religious marriage and the rights of
individuals to enter into a legal marriage
sanctioned by the State with or without the
blessing of religion.

Interfaith Alliance, a national organization
formed in the early 90's is equally committed
to protecting the integrity of both religion and
democracy in America.  The Alliance
champions religious freedom by respecting

individual rights, promoting policies that
protect both religion and democracy and
uniting diverse voices to challenge extremism
and build common ground.  Until his death
Walter Cronkite was the honorary chair of
Interfaith Alliance.  Recognizing the need for
civil discussion regarding the “authority of
marriage,” Rev. Dr. C. Welton Gaddy,
president of the organization, has written a
green paper to explore the rights of the
competing authorities for marriage, titled
“Same Gender Marriage and Religious
Freedom.”
(http://www.interfaithaliance.org/equality )
The paper was reviewed by a distinguished
panel including; Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
The Right Reverend Jane Holmes Dixon
(Former Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of
Washington), Rabbi Elliot Dorff, Mitchell Gold
(philanthropist), Ruth Davis (Arizona
attorney), Chrys Lemon (attorney), Jonathan
Stoller (TAO Management), and Tom Minar
(American University).

Tucson will be privileged to host Rev. Dr. C.
Welton Gaddy for the first national
conversation on this topic - the legal right of
two individuals to marry regardless of gender
and the freedom of religion to endorse or not
endorse same-gender marriage as a religious
institution.  This conversation is scheduled for
an as yet to be determined date, time and
place in late January or February.

Please contact Paul Barby,
pmbarby@earthlink.net; Bunny Davis,
jbdavis2@cox.net; or Scott Morris,
scottmorr@aol.com to help with planning for
this event.

New Wingspan Hours
The Wingspan Community

Center (Community lounge area,
CyberCenter, library, and one
meeting room):  Monday through
Friday, 11am - 2pm

The EON Youth Lounge (for
LGBTQ youth and allies ages 13-23):
Monday through Friday, 3pm - 8pm.
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New Wingspan Hours from pg 3

The building will be closed on Saturdays and
Sundays.  
N.B. - Wingspan will be closed

Thursday, December 25 and Friday,
December 26 for the Christmas holiday
and Thursday, December 31 and Friday
January 1, 2010 for the New Year's
holiday.

Information and 
Referral Services

Information and Referral services
provide information related to lesbian,

gay, bisexual and transgender senior issues
to the community.  Seniors may call (624-
1779) or visit Wingspan for resource lists,
access the Info Link on the Wingspan
website, www.wingspan.org, or check out
books, videos and magazines of interest from
Wingspan's lending library.  Referrals to elder
services are always provided. If we can't help,
we know who can!
To learn more about Wingpan's Senior

Program, its activities, or how to volunteer
with the program, please call Courtney Jones
at 624-1779 or email cjones@wingspan.org.

Wingspan Seniors Care

Wingspan Seniors Care is a group of
volunteers providing assistance to LGBT
seniors who need support in order to maintain
independence in their home settings.  Do you
or someone you know:

•  Need a ride to a doctor or medical
appointments?

•  Need caregiver relief, someone to just be 
there while a caregiver runs errands or 
takes time out for him or herself?

•  Need simple errands done?
•  Need a phone call or a friendly visit?

Trained volunteers are ready to help you
with these or other services or refer you to

services available in the community.  Call the
Seniors Care coordinator at 909-2031 to get
connected to the assistance you need.

December Events
All events with our logo take place at
EON Youth Lounge, 430 E. 7th Street,
just across the street from old
Wingspan, details on these calendar events.

Meander in Tucson Meetup Group
List of events for lesbian women
http://www.meetup.com/MeanderinTucson

Elder Circle - Elder Circles consist of Elder
(not older) people who are interested in
Saging rather than aging.  These circles have
dialogues in the journey to conscious aging
and how the participants can make changes
in their communities.  The next Elder Circle
for GLBT people will be on Thursday,
December 3, at 1:30 - 3:00 pm at the home
of Lee and Merlin.  Please call 207-5336 for
directions.  Discussion will be on the good
points vs. the bad (if any) of being a member
of the LGBT community.

““OOuurr  HHoolliiddaayy  MMeemmoorriieess""  
wwiitthh  RReevveeiillllee

Please join us for Reveille's production
of Our Holiday Memories.  Sit back and
relax as we take you on a sentimental
journey to the holidays of years gone
by.  Reveille members will share their
photos and memories from their own

personal holidays growing up,
intermingled with songs of the season,

sung in that gorgeous Reveille style.
There will be laughter and tears as we

travel down memory lane.  Make
Reveille's holiday concert one of your

holiday traditions.


